El Imperfecto
In this presentation, we will
ook at anether way: of talking
aleUL the past.



¢ Remember this?

¢ We've already learned one way of talking
about the past: the preterite. It's used

to describe single actions that started

and ended in tr

- Examples:

- Ellos tomaron el examen el lunes
pasado. Gabriela recibio la mejor
nota.

- El aino pasado, fui a Costa Rica.
- Pedro se levantg, fue al bafo, /ﬁ’ ‘
>
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%05 What about...?
+..: actions that happen more
than once In the past?
| used to live 1n Chicago.
Every Christmas the whole
family would get tegether: for a

PIg dinREr.
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Or how about...?

... actions that started in the
past but didn't finish (as far as
we Know):

|l was walking te werk when |
SaWw an acclident.

She wasi tired and RUngry.
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The imperfect ﬁ%‘

These ideas —

-actions repeated In the past
-unfinished actions In the past
-gdescriptions about the past
alie expressed using a different
Verh tense; called the
IMpPErfect.



% Uses of the Imperfect
Use the Imperfect to express actions,
conditions, and events that:
*WEre In progress at some time In the
past (‘was ...Ing").

Ej. Ella leia el libro.
*occurred repeatedly in the past
(“used te” or would™).

Ej. Cada demingo;, caminanamos

Enl el pargue.



*Simultaneous activities
Ej. Yo limpiaba mi cuarto
mientras mi padre barria el
PISO.
=1t IS alse use to describe
time /. weather/ age

Ej. Cuando tenia guince anos...
Hacia buen tiempo: ayer:.
Eran las 0Ccho::.



Palabras Claves (Key Words)

¢ How do you know when to use the
iImperfect? Here are some key words to
look for =

¢ lTodos los dias Los lunes

& Siempre Generalmente

¢ A menudo Mientras

¢ Cada dia De vez en cuando

¢ Muchas veces



Imperfect Endings

-AR Verbs -ER/'R Verbs

Nosotros, -iamos
nosotras

-aba Nosotros -abamos

-abas Vosotros -abais

Vosotros, -iais

vosotras

-aba Ellos, -aban
ellas,
Uds.

Ellos,
ellas,
Uds.




Ejemplos —

Cantar
cantaba
cantabas
cantaba
cantabamos
cantabals
cantanan

Hablar
hablaba
hablabas
hablaba
hablabamos
hablabals
hablaban




How about for —ER & -IR?

vivias comias

vivia comia
viviamos comiamos
viviais comiais
vivian mian

a comian -

gyt



Irregulars — There are only 3!

Ir

Iba
Ibas
Iba
[bamos
bails
van

Ver
veia
Veias
Veia
Velamos
vVelals
velan



El verbo HABER

¢ When the verb Haber is use as “there
was/there were” it has only one form
in the imperfect:

sHabia



Let’s try a few forms!
EStar:

YO

t

ella

NOSOLIOS

VVOSOLIGS

elles




ella estaba

nosotros estabamos
vosotros estabais
ellos estaban

How about volver?
V" J ’, /4
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Volver...

YO Volvia

tu volvias

ella volvia

NOSOtros Vol

V/OSOLIes Volvials

elles velvian
Volver is a stem-changing verb in the
present, but stem-changing verbs

don't change in the imperfect!
How about decir?




Decir...
yo decia

tu decias

NOSotros dec
/OSOLIOS dec
cllos decian
Decir is stem-changing and irregular
In both the present and the preterite,
but it's regular in the imperfect! vy o

How about Ievantarse??’?/ g
V" J ’



Reflexive verbs Work the same as

N the present — don't forget te put
the refiexive proneun In ffent of the

verbl



N s LIy

Translate:

I used to play soccer every summer.
It was cold yesterday.

She always watched tv.

[t was six o'clock.

TThey were very: tired.

You wWere singing.

On Mondays, We took Spanishi classes.



Las Respuestas

¢ 1. Jugaba al futbol todos los veranos.
¢ 2. Hacia frio ayer.

¢ 3. Siempre ella miraba la tele.
¢ 4. Eran las seis.

¢ 5. Elles estaban muy: cansados.
¢ 6. Cantabas.

¢ 7. Los lunes, tomabamos las clases
de espanol.



