Part ll—Grammatical Structures

1. GENDER OF NOUNS; ARTICLES

1. All nouns in Spanish are either masculine or feminine. Nouns that end in o, or refer to male
beings, are generally masculine. Nouns that end in a, =d, or =iém, or that refer to female beings, are
generally feminine. ‘

Masculine Feminine
el libro, the book la tinta, the ink
el padre, the father la ciudad, the city

la lecciém, the lesson
la madre, the mother

2. The gender of other nouns must be learned individually.

Masculine Feminine
el lépiz, the pencil la flor, the flower
el papel, the paper la sal, the salt
Note

There are some exceptions to these rules. If in doubt about the gender of a noun, consult the

. * vocabulary list.

3. The articles used before masculine singular nouns are el (the) and un (a, an). The articles
used before feminine singular nouns are la (the) and una (a, an).

Masculine Feminine
el hombre, the man la mujer, the woman
un cuadro, a picture una silla, a chair

4. The article el is used before a feminine singular noun that begins with stressed a- or ha-.

el agua, the water ' el hambre, the hunger
but '
las aguas, the waters ~ laalumna, the pupil

5. The article is generally repeated before each noun in a series. .

Come una naranja y un huevo. He eats an orange and an egg.
Trae los discos y el cuaderno. He brings the records and the notebook.
EXERCISES |
A. Write the correct form of the definite article (el or la) before each noun.
) P sefior 4, . muchacho 7o cmomeee cancién
‘ p SR —— mujer - . universidad 8 . hombre
3 - estacién 6. ________ agua . N mesa
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11.

1.

3.

5.

_________ explicacion 12 - bondad

_________ alumna 13. _.-_.._.__ papel

14, o ____ madre
15, ________ enfermedad ‘

B. Write the correct form of the indefinite article (un or una) before each noun.

_________ estrella 6. _________ dedo 11. ....._.__ panaderia
_________ nacion 7. ——————___ ladrén 12, _________ actor
_________ enfermera 8. _________ chéfer 13. _________ abogado
I —presidentc e - comerciante 14, _____.___ docena
_________ ciudad 10. ___---_.. habitacién 15, _________ edificio

C. Underline the correct form of the article in parentheses.

1. Bebid (un, una) vaso de leche en (el, 1a) cafeteria.

2. Pregunté (el, la) precio de (un, una) corbata.

3. Buscamos (un, una) libro en (el, la) biblioteca.

Comen (e, la) sopa con (un, una) cuchara.

5. (El, La) criada prepard (un, una) ensalada de pollo.

6. Llevamos (un, una) abrigo en (el, la) invierno.

7.
8.

10.
11,
12.
13.
14.
15,

I - I

r—d
S ®©

Mi madre puso (un, una) mantel blanco en (el, la) mesa.

Llevé (el, la) receta a (un, una) farmacia.

Qimos (el, la) campana de (un, una) iglesia.
Compraron (un, una) ldmpara para (el, la) escritorio.
Felipe es (un, una) amigo de (el la) familia,

(Un, Una) pajaro comié todo (el, lﬁ) pan.

(El, La) manzana es (un, una) fruta.

(El, La) abuela compré (un, una) regalo.

Tome Vd. (un, una) asiento en (el, la) sala,

D. Translate the English words into Spanish.

. Asistimos a (the). school.

Vcndicron the book.

. ¢Por qué no estudias the lesson?

No hable Vd. con the boy.

The water corre ripidamente.

. Ella abre the box.

Sali6 de the store.
The king no gobierna bien.

Todos aman (the) summer.

. The woman vino a visitar a mi madre,
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